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Governance and Administration 
 
 Professional Practice VP Hunter Beckham, FASLA, Manager Linette Straus, ASLA, and Jamie 

Statter of U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) were in Sacramento recently meeting with 
several California state representatives to discuss adopting SITES® for the state. The 
discussions were positive with follow-up actions already in process. In addition, all three co-presented 
on SITES at ASLA chapter meetings in Sacramento, San Francisco, and Los Angeles with great 
turnout.  Excellent questions and issues were raised by the audience at all three presentations, as 
well as discussion of potential projects for v2 certification.  

 
 Yesterday, EVP Nancy Somerville, Hon. ASLA, and Education Director Susan Apollonio attended 

the seminar “Community Resilience and the Role of Cooperation and Collaboration” 
organized by the Netherlands Embassy. The seminar focused on exchanging best practices when 
concerning intergovernmental preparation and cooperation, evacuation, and communication to more 
fully develop community resilience to natural and man-made disasters.   

 
 EVP Somerville attended the Real Estate and Built Environment (REBE) Association Chief Staff 

Officers Summit recently, which focused on a review of issues concerning the real estate industry 
and professional and trade associations, as well as the annual REBE benchmarking study of 
organizational membership and finances. Other issues discussed included resilience initiatives, 
diversity and career discovery, cyber security, and a potential collaboration to quantify and 
communicate the value and impact of the real estate industry.    

 
 The 2016 BOT Midyear Survey was sent to the Board recently. Please fill out the survey before 

tomorrow’s deadline if you haven’t already.  
 
 The call for committee service is open; details are in the May 17 issue of LAND.  The process will 

continue to use Survey Monkey, and special communications will target student and emerging 
professional audiences.  The call will close next Friday, June 17.  

 
 EVP Somerville attended the American Architectural Foundation Accent on Architecture Gala on 

May 26, where she had the opportunity to talk SITES, Chinatown Green Street, community design, 
and stormwater with USGBC leadership, National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Chairman Jane 
Chu, NEA Design Director Jason Schupbach, Secretary of the Fine Arts Commission Thomas 
Luebke, and former Charleston mayor Joseph P. Riley Jr., Hon. ASLA, among others.   

 
 EVP Somerville is participating as a jury member for SmartCEO magazine’s Healthiest Company 

competition.  ASLA took first place in the category of 10-49 employees in 2015, the inaugural year 
for the competition.   

 
Finance, Meetings, and Business Operations 
 
 CFO Mike O’Brien is closing out May 2016 and reports to the Executive Committee next 

Wednesday.   
 
 The number of ASLA 2016 Annual Meeting and EXPO registrants has climbed to over 1,000 in 

the fourth week of registration, keeping pace with our numbers from Chicago last year. 
Register before June 17 for the lowest rates on registration and ticketed events.  
 

https://www.asla.org/Land/LandNewsletter.aspx
https://www.aslameeting2016.com/
https://registration.experientevent.com/ShowASL161/


 
 Last week Director DePass attended the Marriott Masters Global Exchange and the PCMA 

Education Foundation Partnership Summit in Georgia were she engaged with other senior level 
meeting professionals, hotel executives, convention and visitor’s bureau leaders, and supplier 
partners for four days of education and networking around the latest meeting industry changes and  
trends, new technologies, challenges, and innovations, including Marriott’s acquisition of Starwood 
Hotels and what that will mean for future ASLA meetings.  

 
Government Affairs 
 
 Provide your feedback on ASLA’s Federal and State Legislative Priorities Survey. Please take 

this brief survey to tell ASLA what federal and state issues are important to you as landscape 
architects. The deadline has been extended to this Friday, June 10.   
 

 Recently, ASLA worked with The Nature Conservancy, the American Society of Civil Engineers, and 
other water resources organizations to include language in the manager’s amendment to the 
Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) (H.R.5303) that would promote the consideration of 
resilient design and nature-based solutions in the planning, design, construction, maintenance, and 
rehabilitation of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) water resource projects. ASLA reached out 
to several House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee members urging them to support the 
language. While the committee didn’t adopt the entire amendment, it did adopt language to require 
the Secretary of Defense to report to Congress on the use of natural and nature-based 
features in USACE water resources projects, including flood risk reduction, coastal resiliency, and 
ecosystem projects.  

 
 Yesterday, ASLA hosted its 2nd Quarter Advocacy Websummit where participants received tools 

and resources needed for hosting successful in-district events with elected officials. The guest 
speaker, Matt Stegman, Chief-of-Staff for Maryland State Delegate Maggie McIntosh, shared his tips 
for hosting successful in-district events and how to build fruitful relationships with state legislators. 
The Websummit also include a summary of federal Advocacy Day 2016 and the social media 
highlights. 

 
 ASLA sponsored a panel at the American Institute of Architects convention entitled Building 

Resilience: Redefining Urban Diversity. The panel, including Danielle Bilot, Assoc. ASLA, examined 
how design influences human behavior in social spaces and emphasized how diversity and 
collaboration on all scales of life and design is a key to resilience. The session had over 350 
attendees.  

 
Landscape Architecture Magazine 
 
 This week, LAM is excited to welcome a new managing editor, Margaret (Maggie) Zackowitz, to 

the editorial team. Maggie worked for 31 years at National Geographic, where she began at the entry 
level and rose to become a staff writer, a departments editor, and the director of short-form editorial 
for the magazine (which includes all content that is not a feature article) before being elevated to 
editor in chief of National Geographic Traveler, where she directed all print and digital content and 
instituted a redesign to include more maps, graphics, and better photography. 

 
Public Relations and Communications 
 
 The Student Awards Jury met last week at the Donovan Hotel in Washington, D.C.  This year 271 

entries were received compared to 326 last year. The jury awarded 22 of the projects, including 
three for excellence. They also discussed the declining submissions and possible avenues to better 
promote participation. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VK7KRW3
mailto:mzackowitz@asla.org


 
 
 Kene Okigbo, Assoc. ASLA, has been added to the Diversity Summit, to be held July 8-10 in 

Washington, D.C. 
 
 Bill Kuhl, FASLA, has expressed his intention of stepping down as ASLA representative to the ACE 

Mentor Program board. Kuhl has expressed concern with the perceived lack of member 
involvement. How to better work with ACE has been added to the Diversity Summit agenda and to the 
talking points for this year’s general session panel on diversity at the annual meeting. 

 
 Senior Communications Manager Jared Green is in Detroit at the Congress of New Urbanism 

meeting, then will proceed to Philadelphia to cover the Landscape Architecture Foundation’s 
Landscape Summit.  

 
Member and Chapter Services 
 
 Chapter leaders received the monthly Membership Minute, which provided tips on how to welcome 

new members. The leaders also received the Leadership Link with provided information on serving on 
ASLA National Committees. Chapter leaders also received their monthly chapter renewal reports. 

 
 The Emerging Professionals Committee met via conference call to continue working on their 2016 

projects including developing chapter tools and content for ASLA.org.   
 
Education Programs and LAAB 
 
 A request to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) for landscape architecture to be 

added its list of STEM Designated Degree programs was submitted last week. DHS confirmed 
receipt of the request; however, they could not confirm how long the review process will take.  

 
 The Landscape Architecture Continuing Education System™ (LA CES™) has 222 active 

providers offering 1,106 courses. There are no new provider applications pending review. 
 
 The LA CES active provider survey has closed.  A total of 99 responses were received, and the 

overall provider satisfaction rating is 4.23 out of 5. The inactive provider survey is still open. This 
survey results will be used to inform LA CES program development for 2017. 

 
Professional Practice  
 
 Manager Shawn Balon, ASLA, facilitated a session during the National Endowment for the Arts 

Nature of Communities: Parks and Creative Placemaking Colloquium, led by the Trust for 
Public Land and The City Parks Alliance, held in Philadelphia June 2-3. The session focused on 
best practices and marketing to communities when discussing creative placemaking. Manager Jared 
Green attended on June 2 to document the meeting.  

 
 Coordinator Ali Hay attended the Smart Growth Network Partners Meeting at the International 

City/County Management Association (ICMA) in Washington, D.C.  Topics covered in presentations 
included: economic diversification and coal-reliant communities by EntreWorks Consulting and 
growing economic health in Fort Collins, CO. Hay provided ASLA updates to the group about 
Advocacy Day, the annual meeting, and collaboration with the Trust for Public Land and City Parks 
Alliance on the Creative Placemaking Colloquium.  

 



 
 
Deadlines and Reminders 
 
 The call for committee service will close next Friday, June 17.  
 
 The Early Bird deadline for the ASLA 2016 Annual Meeting and EXPO is June 17.   
 
 The deadline for completing ASLA’s Federal and State Legislative Priorities Survey is this 

Friday, June 10.   
 

 The Leadership Calendar can be accessed on the web.   
 
 

https://www.asla.org/land/LandArticle.aspx?id=48725
https://www.aslameeting2016.com/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VK7KRW3
http://www.asla.org/Leadershiphandbook.aspx?id=19032&ItemIdString=e0fa05764_34_110_19032

