
 
 
 

Press Releases 

 

Contact: Lisa Schaumann 

lisaschaumann@landcarenetwork.org 

703-736-9666 

 

Contact: Heather Finney 

heatherfinney@landcarenetwork.org 

703-736-9666 

 

PLANET’s 2014 Green Industry Conference Introduces New Education and Events 

 

Green Industry Conference at GIE+EXPO Celebrates 25th Anniversary this October 

 

HERNDON, Va., June 5, 2014—PLANET, the national trade association for landscape and lawn care 

industry professionals, will introduce new types of education and events at its annual Green Industry 

Conference (GIC) held in conjunction with GIE+EXPO in Louisville, Kentucky, Oct. 22–24, 2014. 

This year’s theme, “Together, Let’s Set New Milestones,” highlights PLANET’s focus on continuing to 

retool and revamp the popular conference to keep it fresh and current. New this year, GIC will feature: 

 Collaborative Learning. Sessions marked for “collaborative learning” will feature facilitated 

peer learning. The education will be customized to small groups, will draw on individual 

experiences, and will address real-world issues and challenges that landscape industry 

professionals face.  

 Case Studies. A number of the conference’s most popular speakers will focus their sessions 

around case studies so participants get a deep dive into the strategic approach and final outcomes 

of real-life business challenges. 

 Education for Office Staff. Office and administrative staff can take advantage of new classes to 

help them better, organize, manage, and run systems in landscape industry companies. 

Back by popular demand, on Thursday and Friday at the EXPO Center, GIC will host The Learning 

Lounge featuring the Genius Bar—where attendees can talk one on one with a variety of experts; 20-

minute TED Talk-style presentations by industry experts; and the PLANET Marketplace, where industry 

publications and resources will be sold. The Learning Lounge is a great place to network and experience 

short bursts of education. It is open to all GIC and GIE+EXPO attendees. 

“This will be the one GIC you really don’t want to miss,” said Sabeena Hickman, CAE, CMP, PLANET 

CEO. “We are introducing so many new things to enhance and improve landscape industry businesses, 

and we are taking time to celebrate our members, our industry, and the 25th anniversary of the Green 

Industry Conference. It is a really exciting time.” 
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GIC registration includes access to not only top education opportunities but also to GIE+EXPO, the 

largest landscape industry and outdoor equipment show in the United States, as well as Hardscape North 

America. 

GIC sessions are approved for PLANET Landscape Industry Certified recertification at 1 CEU per hour 

of instruction attended. PGMS and HNA educational sessions also qualify toward recertification. 

Helping to make this year’s conference possible is Platinum Sponsor JOHN DEERE, Gold Sponsor 

Caterpillar, Inc. and Silver Sponsor Bayer.  

Visit www.landcarenetwork.org/GIC, for more information or to register for PLANET’s Green Industry 

Conference, or call the PLANET office at 800-395-2522.  

PLANET, the Professional Landcare Network, is the national trade association representing more than 

100,000 landscape and lawn care industry professionals, who create and maintain healthy, green living 

spaces for communities across America. PLANET members are committed to the highest standards in 

industry education, best practices, and business professionalism. Many of PLANET’s professionals have 

attained the status of becoming Landscape Industry Certified, achieving the greatest level of industry 

expertise and knowledge. Visit PLANET at www.landcarenetwork.org. 
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