
Tell us your opinion! Please take our annual online 
member survey. We very much to want to hear your take 
on the Society. 
 
 
BUILDING ON SUCCESS
An improving economy, new initiatives, and continued commitment to excellence paid off for the Society 
in 2014…a success that has continued into the first quarter of 2015. 

PUBLIC AWARENESS
In January, we again convened a summit with representatives from 47 of our 49 chapters to plot a course 
for 2015, leading to a highly active World Landscape Architecture Month in April 2015. 

At year-end, we surpassed 1 million unique visitors on asla.org for the first time. More than half of those 
visitors were new to the site, compared to one-third at the outset. In the first quarter, unique visitors 
are again up by 3.5 percent.

Last year, ASLA earned more than 1,359 mentions in major-market media in print, online, and broadcast, 
and the profession itself was cited more than 14,000 times. In first quarter, there were 139 mentions 
of the Society and 2,314 references to the profession.  

A redesigned asla.org now features a new “Learn What Landscape Architects Do” section to educate the 
public.  It received more than 96,000 pageviews in less than a full year in 2014, and more than 95,000 
pageviews in first quarter 2015.

A revamped online career discovery area includes a new Tools for Teachers hub.  The section also 
includes two videos, “Why Become a Landscape Architect?” and “Personal Paths,” featuring the stories 
of participants in first Diversity Summit. The third Diversity Summit will occur in June 2015. 

The green infrastructure resource center, frequently cited by media and government staff, was updated 
and expanded and received more than 14,000 pageviews in 2014. In first quarter 2015, it received 
another 4,100.

Working with the Oregon Chapter, the Landscape Architect’s Guide to Portland was launched, focusing 
on the sustainable practices that make the city a model for others. Work has begun with the Alaska 
Chapter to design a template for chapter use.

GOVERNMENT ADVOCACY
ASLA worked with the National Complete Streets Coalition and AARP to release the 2014 Dangerous by 
Design report, highlighting how street design can improve public safety. 

In June 2014, prompted by the Advocacy Network, ASLA members helped defeat a floor amendment 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/membsatisfaction
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/membsatisfaction
http://www.asla.org/greeninfrastructure.aspx
http://www.asla.org/portland/
http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/documents/dangerous-by-design-2014/dangerous-by-design-2014.pdf
http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/documents/dangerous-by-design-2014/dangerous-by-design-2014.pdf


that would have eliminated funding for green infrastructure and other important transportation projects. 
In the first quarter, ASLA activated the iAdvocate Network to send 11 federal and state alerts, 
including informational alerts on important reports and cutting edge research.

In 2014, at the invitation of the White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), ASLA leadership 
participated in stakeholder roundtables on stormwater management.  In January of this year, the 
Executive Committee met with the CEQ to continue the discussion.  

As an active member of a new White House Stakeholders Group on Pollinators, ASLA is helping shape 
federal strategy for promoting pollinator health. 

And, on the state advocacy front, ASLA helped chapters protect and enhance their state laws affecting 
the profession.  With most state legislatures convening in January, the first quarter of 2015 
proved to be an active time for state advocacy, including threats to licensure.

MODEL BEHAVIORS
The ASLA Chinatown Green Street Project, an ambitious initiative to redesign the streetscapes around 
ASLA headquarters as a demonstration of green and complete streets, signed Design Workshop as lead 
firm. Work on the Chinatown Green Street Demonstration Project included targeted meetings 
with key agencies and public officials, a stakeholder briefing and reception at Headquarters, 
development of education sessions for Greenbuild and the ASLA annual meeting, and launch 
of a fundraising campaign aimed at developers and local businesses.  

The Board of Trustees approved plans to renovate and upgrade ASLA headquarters to create a 
Center for Landscape Architecture to showcase the profession and green design. The Headquarters 
renovation/Center for Landscape Architecture project is currently in schematic design. Thank 
you to all who have so generously contributed thus far.

SUSTAINABLE SITES INITIATIVE
Final agreements are almost in place for a new partnership with the Green Building Certification Institute. 
Under the agreements, GBCI will provide project certification and develop an accompanying professional 
credentialing program.  ASLA will have a permanent role in the future development of the program, as 
well as an important, ongoing role in providing professional education and advocacy. 

STATE OF THE SOCIETY
Membership stabilized last year, and we had a very successful annual meeting in Denver, far exceeding 
projections. 

Both Landscape Architecture Magazine and the Annual Meeting and EXPO exceeded budget projections 
in 2014 and are on track to at least meet budget in 2015.  We are particularly proud that Landscape 
Architecture Magazine placed as a finalist in the General Excellence category of the National Magazine 
Awards in 2014.   And ASLA was recognized for its commitment to organizational performance 
excellence by U.S. Senate Productivity and Quality Award for Virginia and the District of Columbia. A 
second application is under review. 

The work of the Society could not be accomplished without the commitment, dedication, and support of 
so many of our members. 

Thank you all for all you do and for your passionate engagement. It is our pleasure to serve you.
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