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Sub. H.B. No. 64 - Main Operating Appropriations Bill  
June 16, 2015   
 
The Ohio Senate Finance Committee has released details of its amendments to the 2-year state 
budget, which will soon be considered by the full Senate. This proposal includes a provision that would 
eliminate the Ohio Landscape Architects Board and fold its functions into the Ohio Architects Board.  
There will be one more round of amendments before the bill goes to the conference committee. 
 
Call your Senator now! to oppose this provision: 
 

 Point 1: Landscape Architecture and Architecture are two distinct professions with two distinct 
scopes of practice and two different licensure exams. Landscape Architecture is not a 
subcategory of Architecture and should not be regulated in that manner. 
 

 Point 2: Landscape Architecture practice is diverse including training in site grading, 
stormwater management, community development planning, green infrastructural design, and 
land and water conservation planning to name a few. Landscape Architecture is licensed by 
examination, with continuing education requirements and regulated by the state in order to 
protect the Health, Safety and Welfare of the public. 
 

 Point 3: The Architects Board and Landscape Architects Board already operate with efficiency 
in mind by sharing administrative support of two boards with one budget and one staff. This 
means that the amount of money saved by merging the actual functions of the Boards 
themselves is inconsequential. Based on a recent inquiry from the Legislative Service 
Commission requesting the compensation and travel expenses of the Board members, the 
savings to the state will amount to under $2,968. 
 

 Point 4:  The fiscal effect is negligible. Again, these two boards currently operate with a 
combined staff and budget. The funding is not attained from the state’s General Revenue 
Fund, and is self-sustaining. The funds to operate the Board, and compensate Board 
members comes from the Regulatory Board Fund which receives revenue from fees obtained 
by design professionals, for example: firm registrations, licensure renewals, etc. 
 

 Point 5: It is critical that Landscape Architects have a role in the regulation of the Landscape 
Architecture profession. They are most qualified to determine if there has been a breach of 
professional responsibility, or if there is a danger to the Health, Safety and Welfare of the 
public caused by a licensed practitioner. It is not appropriate to have Architects making these 
decisions about Landscape Architects, just as it is not appropriate to have Landscape 
Architects making these decisions about the regulation of the Architecture profession. 
 

 Point 6: This provision does not belong in a budget bill for reasons already discussed. This 
provision was not included in the House passed version. It was added to the bill as written by 
the Senate Finance Committee on Tuesday, June 9, 2015 without any prior notice or contact 
with the professional associations or licensure Boards this would effect. 
 

 Point 7: Please OPPOSE provisions in HB 64 that would eliminate the Ohio Landscape 
Architects Board. 


