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The Jeffry Wilson Revitalization Plan provides an urban
redevelopment vision for two critical areas in Portsmouth, Virginia.
This vision was developed as part of the Portsmouth
Redevelopment and Housing Authority’s (PRHA) 2005 HOPE VI
Grant Application. The HOPE VI (Home Ownership for People
Everywhere) grant is the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development’s primary program for transforming public housing.
The purpose of this planning and analysis project was to articulate a
redevelopment vision that will not only lead to the creation of
quality housing, but reconnect and revitalize major portions of the
city that have been isolated by distressed and obsolete pockets of
public housing.
Two project sites were part of the urban planning problem. The
existing Jeffry Wilson Homes project (Jeffry Wilson On-site) and a
portion of the former Ida Barbour Homes site (Jeffry Wilson Off-site).
Both sites are critically located within existing urban neighborhoods
and mixed-use commercial districts. Like other slum clearance
undertakings of its time, these projects were built by clearing away
the existing urban fabric and building an isolated enclave of
housing, complete with an inward facing loop road and
barracks-like buildings

The landscape architect led the design process. This included a
public process where current residents and community
stakeholders reviewed site plans and architectural designs at
various stages and provided critical input. The landscape architect
was responsible for the development of all planning alternatives,
refinement of the site plans, presentation graphics (including
character sketches) and all design-related narrative sections of the
HOPE VI application. The landscape architect also collaborated
with the project architect to refine building types and meet universal
design and accessibility standards.

The plans for these two sites are the catalyst for the redevelopment
of the entire Mid-Town area of Portsmouth. Major voids that
currently exist in the urban fabric will be filled with viable
neighborhoods. These sites will reconnect neighborhoods with
sensitive architecture, pedestrian-friendly streets, and quality open
space. Traditional urban design elements of both sites include:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Architecture patterned after local architectural styles
Front porches on all building types
Walkable public streets with sidewalks and street trees
Homes fronting on to neighborhood green spaces
providing safe, “eyes-on-the-park” defensible space
5. Alley access to avoid driveways and garages on the
street that force homes apart and reduce pedestrian
friendliness
6. Interconnected grid of neighborhood streets.
The physical redevelopment of these sites only accomplishes a
portion of the revitalization. As part of the HOPE VI application, the
PRHA has put in place a variety of Community Supportive Services
and also administers a Family Self Sufficiency program. This program
has been extremely successful in helping individuals complete their
education, find and retain jobs and ultimately purchase a new
home. Combining these social solutions along with quality urban
design solutions provide the key ingredients for true revitalization.

In October of 2005, the PRHA learned that they had been awarded
$20 million from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development toward the implementation of the Jeffry Wilson Revitalization
Vision. The PRHA was one of 7 recipients of the Hope VI Grant out of
29 other Housing Authorities that were competing for the funding.
Local matching funds will provide the balance of the $80 million
project. Final design and engineering will begin in the spring of 2006
with construction scheduled to begin as early as autumn 2006.
Hope for Portsmouth is now a reality. The Jeffry Wilson funding has
resulted in the announcement of several viable mixed-use commercial proposals for the midtown area that will further complete the
revitalization. Soon the historic neighborhoods of Portsmouth will be
knitted back together with vibrant urban streets, shared open
space, and proud homeowners.

